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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 151265 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 INR-07 SS-15 /045 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/AFN:WSWEISLOGEL/NH 
APPROVED BY NEA:NAVELIOTES 
INR/RNA/NE:BFLORA (DRAFT) 

T:MRS. LESSER (PHONE) 

128632 291804Z/46 

P 291644Z JUN 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY 

SECRETSTATE 151265 

NOFORN, EOR UNDER SECRETARY BENSON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP, MASS, AG, MO, UR 

SUBJECT: UNDER SECRETARY BENSON'S VISIT TO MOROCCO 

1. EOLLOWING INFORMATION ON SOVIET MILITARY SALES TO 
ALGERIA PROVIDED IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST BY UNDER SECRETARY 
BENSON DURING ORAL BRIEEING ON MOROCCO. IT MAY BE DRAWN 
ON IN CONVERSATIONS WITH MOROCCAN OFFICIALS EXCEPT WHERE 
NOFORN IS STIPULATED. 

2. BACKGROUND: AS A RESULT OF A MAJOR (DOLS 400-500 
MILLION) ARMS AGREEMENT SIGNED IN LATE 1975, THE SOVIETS 
AGREED TO SUPPLY A WIDE RANGE OE NEW MILITARY HARDWARE TO 
MODERNIZE AND EXPAND ALGERIA'S ARMED FORCES. MAJOR COM- 
PONENTS OF THE 1975 ASSISTANCE PACKAGE WERE T-62 TANKS, 

MIG-21 AND MIG- 17 AIRCRAET, AND SUREACE-TO-SURFACE MISSILES. 

3. WE ESTIMATE, AS OF EARLY THIS YEAR, THAT ABOUT 120 T-62 
SECRET 
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TANKS, 40 MIG-21'S AND 25 MIG-17'S HAVE BEEN DELIVERED, 

ALONG WITH SOME TRUCKS AND ARC'S. IN ADDITION, AN UNKNOWN 
QUANTITY OP FIXED-SITE SAM'S (EITHER SAM 2'S OR SAM 3'S) 

HAVE BEEN DELIVERED, AS WELL AS THE ALGERIAN NAVY'S PIRST 

LANDING CRAPT. WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CONPIRM RUMORS OP 
DELIVERIES OF SAM 6'S. 
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4. MIG-23 FLOGGER AIRCRAFT: IF YOU ARE ASKED DURING THE 
COURSE OF YOUR CONVERSATIONS ABOUT THE DELIVERY OF MIG-23'S, 
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS RELEASABLE TO MOROCCAN 
OFFICIALS: OUR EMBASSY IN ALGIERS HAS RECEIVED REPORTS 
THAT ALGERIAN PILOTS ARE BEING TRAINED IN THE SOVIET UNION 
TO FLY SUCH AIRCRAFT, BUT TO THE BEST OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE 

NO MIG 23'S ARE NOW FLYING FROM ALGERIAN BASES. WE DO 
HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE AGREED TO 
SUPPLY ALGERIA WITH A LIMITED NUMBER OF MIG 23'S; SOME OF 
THESE MAY HAVE ARRIVED BUT NONE IS OPERATIONAL. 

5. FYI. THE FOLLOWING IS (CLASSIFIED SECRET/NOFORN) FOR 
YOUR INFORMATION ONLY. WE HAVE CONFIRMED THAT AT LEAST 
SIX, AND PERHAPS AS MANY AS 14 MIG 23'S (AS YET UNASSEMBLED) 
HAVE BEEN DELIVERED BY SHIP TO ALGERIA SINCE MAY. VANCE 
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PAGE 01 STATE 151265 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 /OllR 

66011 

DRAFTED BY: NEA/AFN:JAMESON:PAW 
APPROVED BY: NEA/AFN: WSWEISLOGEL 

024374 011420Z/44 

R011400ZIUL 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 

SECRETSTATE 151265 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 151265 ACTION LISBON JUNE 29. 
QUOTE SECRET STATE 151265 
NOFORN, FOR UNDER SECRETARY BENSON 
E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: OVIP, MASS, AG, MO, UR 

SUBJECT: UNDER SECRETARY BENSON'S VISIT TO MOROCCO 

1. FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON SOVIET MILITARY SALES TO 
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ALGERIA PROVIDED IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST BY UNDER SECRETARY 
BENSON DURING ORAL BRIEEING ON MOROCCO. IT MAY BE DRAWN 
ON IN CONVERSATIONS WITH MOROCCAN OFFICIALS EXCEPT WHERE 
NOFORN IS STIPULATED. 

2. BACKGROUND: AS A RESULT OF A MAJOR (DDLS 400-500 
MILLION) ARMS AGREEMENT SIGNED IN LATE 1975, THE SOVIETS 
AGREED TO SUPPLY A WIDE RANGE OE NEW MILITARY HARDWARE TO 
MODERNIZE AND EXPAND ALGERIA'S ARMED EORCES. MAJOR COMPONENTS 
OF THE 1975 ASSISTANCE PACKAGE WERE T-62 TANKS, 

MIG-21 AND MIG-17 AIRCRAET, AND SUREACE-TO-SURFACE MISSILES. 
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3. WE ESTIMATE, AS OF EARLY THIS YEAR, THAT ABOUT 120 T-62 
TANKS, 40 MIGS -2I'S AND 25 MIG-I7'S HAVE BEEN DELIVERED, 

ALONG WITH SOME TRUCKS AND APC'S IN ADDITION, AN UNKNOWN 
QUANTITY OE FIXED-SITE SAM'S (EITHER SAM 2'S OR SAM 3'S) 

HAVE BEEN DELIVERED, AS WELL AS THE ALGERIAN NAVY'S EIRST 
LANDING CRAET. WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CONFIRM RUMORS OF 
DELIVERIES OF SAM 6'S. 

4. MIG-23 FLOGGER AIRCRAFT: IF YOU ARE ASKED DURING THE 
COURSE OF YOUR CONVERSATIONS ABOUT THE DELIVERY OF MIG-23'S, 
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS RELEASABLE TO MOROCCAN 
OFEICIALS: OUR EMBASSY IN ALGIERS HAS RECEIVED REPORTS 
THAT ALGERIAN PILOTS ARE BEING TRAINED IN THE SOVIET UNION 
TO FLY SUCH AIRCRAFT, BUT TO THE BEST OE THEIR KNOWLEDGE 

NO MIG 23'S ARE NOW ELYING FROM ALGIRIAN BASES. WE DO 
HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE AGREED TO 
SUPPLY ALGERIA WITH A LIMITED NUMBER OF MIG 23'S; SOME OE 
THESE MAY HAVE ARRIVED BUT NONE IS OPERATIONAL. 

5. FYI. THE FOLLOWING IS (CLASSIFIED SECRET/NOFORN) FOR 
YOUR INFORMATION ONLY. WE HAVE CONFIRMED THAT AT LEAST 
SIX, AND PERHAPS AS MANY AS 14 MIG 23'S (AS YET UNASSEMBLED) 
HAVE BEEN DELIVERED BY SHIP TO ALGERIA SINCE MAY. 

VANCE UNQUOTE 

CHRISTOPHER 
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